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pretending to the possession of even elementary
information, should abandon the absurd belief that
the Mahomedan is always a bad man in the wrong,
and that the good man in the right is invariably
the Christian.

The British Government and its Foreign Minis-
ter, Sir Edward Grey, showed true statesmanship
in 1907 in taking occasion by the hand, and,.when
Russia, bleeding from wounds received in Man-
churia, had called a halt in the Middle East, in sign-
ing a Convention with her defining the position in
Persia, Afghanistan, and Tibet, which, though not
perfect in every' particular, was upon the whole
highly satisfactory, and brought about a very wel-
come relaxation of the strained relations which had
till then existed between the two countries. Indeed,
more than that, it forged a good working friendly
agreement.

It had already become evident that if Russian
rivalry with ourselves had continued, her plan was
to turn the flank of the North-West Frontier by
penetrating Persia to the Gulf, and the Afghan
Frontier had therefore already ceased to have that
supreme importance, which to it formerly attached.

The northern shore and Hinterland of the Gulf,
in which our influence is quite as paramount as that
of Russia in Persia north of Teheran, should no
doubt have been placed within our own sphere of
influence, but the guarantee of the independence